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(Version 2.9.5C now available) 

(It may not be, but it is highly recommended) 

 

let’s you Pickup and display NOAA weather satellites 
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EDDIE - ZR1DEP/M 
 Has been visiting our city  
during the July school holidays. 
He has been heard on the air on 2Mts many times as 
he travelled around town. He stayed on a farm out at 
Thornpark on the  
Stutterheim  road. 
He is no stranger to two way  
radios , as he is a seasoned C.B. operator that  goes 
by the handle of ROADRUNNER. from his 
 long distance Truck.. 
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These are two weather pictures that I ( ZS2ABF) received 
from NOAA19 & NOAA18 as it passed over RSA during 
two different passes. All you need is an FM receiver that 
can tune to  the following frequencies: Noaa 19, 137.9125 
-- Noaa 18, 137.100. Noaa 17 137.620 and Noaa 15. 
137.500. 
Put the signal into your PC line input socket and run the 
software. 

I recommend the software program WXtoImg as it is 
FREE and it gives very good results. 
Download it from the internet at  www.wxtoimg.com/ 

NOAA18 

 Slovak stations have access to 70 MHz band 

 Since May 1st, 2009 we have an access to 70 MHz band: 
-    Segment 70,250 - 70,350 MHz 
-    Max. 10 W ERP 
-    Extra class only 
-   Each station must apply for a special       
     permission for 70 MHz 
I hope there will be a good activity from Slovakia on 4m. 
Roman Kudlac, OM3EI 
President of SARA 
  
ZS/R hams must turn their beams North and listen  for those 
10 watt signals,. Although now it’s winter you may have a long wait 
 

PHIL ZS2NP CHATS TO JOHN ZS6EF 
at the RTA  in  P.E. 

ANDY -  ZR2ACJ 

Is so happy,  because  the  
police have found and retuned his stolen  motorbike.   
He has looked after his bike for 25 years and it has 
lots of  sentimental value. 
Unfortunately the thieves managed to completely 
smash it’s back wheel, therefore he will not be heard 
on the Air whilst he attempts to carry out repairs. 
Has anyone a  spare  wheel ?. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PACKET - PART 7 - by Larry Kenney, WB9LOZ 
 
Messages are directed throughout the worldwide BBS network using a scheme called  
HIERARCHICAL ADDRESSING.  The format for a hierarchical address is: 
  addressee-call @ BBS-call.#local-area.state-province.country.continent 
For example: My hierarchical packet address is:   WB9LOZ @ W6PW.#NCA.CA.USA.NOAM 
 
It might look complicated, but it's not.  First, note that each section of the format is separated by a period.  State and 
province codes are the recognized two-character codes established by the US and Canadian Post Offices.  These may 
be found in the Call book, your phone directory, or any zip code listing.  Don't guess on the state and province code if 
you aren't sure what it is, and make sure you use only the two-letter abbreviation. You could send the message to the 
wrong state or province or keep it from being forwarded altogether. 
 
The codes used for the countries and continents are standards, now accepted throughout the world.  You should be able 
to find a list of them in the help document or file section of your BBS.  The country code has three letters and the conti-
nent code has four letters.  (An older version of the continent code, still used by some BBSs, has only two letters.) 
 
The code for the local area is optional.  Since you probably have no idea what code is being used in upper New York 
state or in Iowa City, IA, for example, you don't have to enter it.  If you do know the local code, please use it, because 
it will help get the message closer to where it's going more directly. 
For messages going outside of the US or Canada, the state-province section 
is not always used. 
Using the hierarchical format, here are some examples of packet addresses: 
    KB6LQV @ N6ZGY.#CCA.CA.USA.NOAM 
    KC6NVL @ K6VE.#SCA.CA.USA.NOAM 
    KC3XC @ N4QQ.MD.USA.NOAM 
    VE3XYZ @ VE3RPT.ON.CAN.NOAM 
    JA1ABC @ JA1KSO.#42.JPN.ASIA 
 
You'll note that the local area code is preceded by the octothorpe (now, how's that for a $5 word?), better known as the 
number or pound sign.  The reason is that in Great Britain, Japan, and possibly other areas, they use routing numbers 
for the local area, which could get confused with zip and postal codes.  Using the # on all local area codes will elimi-
nate forwarding problems. 
 
We need to emphasize two very important points: hierarchical addressing DOES NOT indicate a forwarding PATH, 
and ONLY ONE BBS call should be included in the address.  A list of BBS calls separated by periods will not get your 
message to its destination.  In fact, it can cause your message to loop between BBSs and your message probably won't 
be delivered.  The addressing scheme is said to be one area inside another area.  Using my hierarchical address as an 
example, WB9LOZ @ W6PW.#NCA.CA.USA.NOAM, here's how you would describe the address: "WB9LOZ at 
W6PW which is in Northern California which is in California which is in the USA which is in North America".   
 
USING THE HIERARCHICAL ADDRESS: This section explains how the BBS software uses the hierarchical ad-
dressing scheme.  For an example, let's say that I send a message to my friend Richard, KA7FYC, who uses the 
KD7HD BBS in Missoula, MT as his home BBS.  I would enter:      SP KA7FYC @ KD7HD.#MSL.MT.USA.NOAM 
All BBSs have a routing list called a "forward file".  Like your local postal sorter, it "knows" about local routings in 
detail, but as the destination grows more distant, it knows only about larger geographical areas. If the only items in my 
BBS's forward file are other California BBSs plus a list of state abbreviations, country and continent codes, let's see 
how 
this message would be forwarded.  The BBS software will attempt to find a match between the items in the BBS for-
ward file and the various parts of the hierarchical address starting with the left-most item in the address field.  In our 
case, it would not find a match for KD7HD.  If there isn't a match, it then moves to the next section to the right.  It 
wouldn't find a match for #MSL, so it would again move to the right.  Since all of the state abbreviations are listed in 
the forward file, it would find MT and that match would allow the message to be forwarded.  
 The forward file would indicate the call of the next BBS in line to receive a message addressed to 
MT.  Once the message is received at the next BBS, the process would start all over again until the 

message is finally delivered to its  destination. 
  
  
To be continued 

PACKET  BY  PACKET 



  

Page 5 
11 ZS2NC Nico Cloete   

13 ZS2JM Jim Miller   

14 ZS2HJ Heinz Jasson   

18  Suzette Forteath 
Anthony 
ZS2BQ  

24 ZS2ABF Peter  Tottle   

      

30 ZS2JM Jim & Sandy Miller  

31 ZS2NP Phil & Jean Sörensen  

     

Is your XYL giving you the cold shoulder because 
you are spending too much time in the Shack ? 
 
Then the answer is to get her involved. Show her 
that talking on air is easy and she can’t be inter-
rupted until she  releases the Microphone button. 
 
Show her that she does not have to learn Morse to 
pass the test. Then tell her you will teach her the 
basics to become a Ham herself  by starting as a ZU. 
There you are, problem solved. 
Well may be not, as she may take over the shack !. 
 
A novel way to enroll a new Amateur operator. 

The Border Radio Club is still wishing to purchase, or receive a  
donation of Radio equipment for Club use at outings such as Youth 
Day, Jota, Lighthouse Weekend, Field Day competitions,  
Members of the club are willing to take part but are not prepared to  
disassemble their neatly  (Well some are) organized shacks. 
Any one that can donate even one item,  is requested to do so and this 
will reduce the total  cost that the club will have to pay.  We need a 
Transceiver for HF, with suitable power  supply. An Aerial for multi 
band, but a 40 MTs dipole would be a good start. An SWR meter, 
Tuner, Extension lead with several sockets. A 2MTs rig with power 
supply and aerial would be a bonus. Spare Coaxial cable and any other 
useful items that you can thinks of. If we don’t start, we will not finish. 
 
Come on guy’s most of you have more Toys and working  junk than 
you can play with. 
 So open up your hearts and shacks to the BRC and let’s get this off  the 
ground, we have been taking about it for far too long. Let’s get talking 
on the radio instead, the Clubs Radio that is. 
 
We have also in the passed, asked if anyone has a trailer that we could 
use to store and operate the club’s equipment. 
A big Battery would also be useful. 
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 The Annual General Meeting of the 

 Border Radio Club took place on the 25th 

of July at the Eskom  “Gate House”            

at Beacon Bay. 

Many people attended  and enjoyed the 

Meeting,  Prizes, Trophies, Braai, Salads,  

Rolls,  Ice-cream and each others company.  

With having  indoor and an outdoor Braai 

places we were prepared for all weathers, 

but the Gods were kind to us this time. 

Unfortunately this has been our last get  

together at “The Gate House” as it has now 

been closed to the public and we are looking 

for an alternative meeting and social   

gathering venue.  

Please let one of your committee members 

know of any place that my suit our purpose. 

One that would be free of charge would be 

an advantage 

THE CLUB’S TROHPY,S AND CUPS THAT WERE PRESENTED 

THE TELEPHONE ON THE LEFT IS A RAFFLE PRIZE 

ZS2ILN & ZS2BQ  relax at the last 

sitting in the Gate House venue 

“Old Faithfull” 

Garth ZS2HB and his 

XYL again  

attended our AGM. 

Seen here talking to 

Phil ZS2NP as he left 

after the Braai 
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EVERY YEAR, THEY MAKE ME, MAKE THE FIRE 

BUT  NOW , I’M  GATVOL 

     THE  BOYS  CHITTER CHATTER                    AND THE GIRLS JUST  NATTER  

THE MEN  EXAMINE THE JUNK AT THE  

BOOT  SALE. 

WHILST  ANDY ADMIRES THE WOMAN IN 

HIS LIFE (glass) AND SAY’S BYE TO  

“THE GATE HOUSE” 
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NICO 

ZS2NC 
IVAN 

ZS2ILN 

ANTHONY 

ZS2BQ 

DERRICK  ZR2WB 

Was unable to attend the 

AGM  and his trophy  

will be presented later 

IVAN ZS2ILN Has obtained a donation from 

Telkom. It is a replica of an old double Bell 

ringing Telephone that actually works. 

It will be raffled off  by the club on a future  

occasion. Thank you Telkom. 

 

PETER 

ZS2ABF 

NOT A  

CHANCE 

BABY 
GIVE ME 

A 

KISS 

HA ,HA  

I VOTED FOR 

MYSELF 

 THEY VOTED ME OUT 

IS THIS  SMALL 

ONE FOR ME ? 

SHAME   
IT WORKED 

IVAN 

TOO 
BIG FOR 

YOU  

IF THE CUP FITS ,WEAR IT 

PRESENTED BY ZR2AW ON BEHALF OF THE CLUB 
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THERE’S  NOTHING BETTER THAN, A BRAAI AND A FULL BELLY 



 
We haven’t heard Richard or 
seen Bronwyn for a while. We 
wonder if they are still alive ? 

HUMOR CORNER  Page11 

  Four married blokes go fishing. After an hour,    
the following conversation took place: 
  
 First bloke:     ‘You have no idea what I had to do to be able 
to come out fishing this weekend. I had to promise my  wife 
that I would paint every  room in the house next weekend.'  
 
  Second bloke: 'That is nothing, I had to promise my wife that  
I would build her a new deck for the pool.' 
 
  Third bloke:    'Man, you both have it easy! I had  to promise 
 my wife that I would remodel the kitchen for her.' 
 
 They continue to fish. When they realized that the fourth bloke  
has not said a word, they asked him.  
'You haven't said anything about what you  had to do to be able 
 to come fishing this weekend. What's the deal?' 
 

 Fourth bloke: 'I just set my alarm for 5:30 am. when it went  
off, I shut off my alarm, gave the wife a slap on her butt and 
said:  'Fishing or Sex?' and she said: 'Wear sun-block...'  
 
 
                                   
 
                                 
 
 
                           
                                   
 
 
                     
                             
 
 
               
 
               

GREEN POWER 
Spending has reached all walks of life in  
South  Africa. 
 
A fellow living in a Squatter Camp in the Western 
Cape now  wants a television set , a new one, mind, 
not a second hand one in the pawn shop window. 
 
So he buys one from the furniture shop in town. 
But he’s back next day, saying the thing keeps  
switching off  just at the crucial moment. The shop 
checks it out and  finds nothing  wrong, but soon 
enough he’s back with the same complaint. 
This time the shop sends out a technician to pop round 
to  see what the problem is. When the  technician gets 
there, he discovers  the 
guy’s shack draws it’s  
electricity from a nearby 
traffic light, and the TV 
only works when  the light is  
Green. 
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                                                                                                                         FROM THE EDITOR 

 
        Hi to all  readers,  
        I hope you are reading and enjoying your 
        FEEDBACK magazines.  
         
        I shall be away this month as I have been       
                                                                                                        invited to UK to see my son. I  am also  
        going to spend 2 days with Trevor M0TWS. 
        He was the ham that visited East London and 
        gave us a presentation at one of our club 
        monthly meeting. I will reciprocate and   
        give a Power Point presentation  to the  
        Sheffield Amateur Radio Club. 
        What a pity that we do not have “EchoLink”  
        Linked to HF as I would have been able to 
        communicate with you. I will be able to play  
                   on the internet with a download speed of 10  
        Ghz and no cap, therefore I will go mad. 
        I have prepared this edition of Feedback   
before leaving, otherwise you would have missed out on this months. September’s issue is also in the pipeline 
and as I return on the first of  September, I will be able to issue it during the first week of the month. 
 
The flow of Local Hamming activities and Gossip has stopped and no input is fed to me for insertion into 
Feedback. Although this is no problem, I feel it stops the magazine from being a Feedback of Local activities. 
Therefore please try to keep me informed of any item or items that you think should be in print in Feedback. 
  

 

(Please excuse the poor quality of the copy of this Coax article.  (It can be read if you enlarge the size)) 



MEMBER 

Clarence Coetzer 
 

H - 043 7264603 
W - N/A 

C - 082 - 3769896       
 rotormotor@mazdarotary.co.za 

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or 

drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any 

committee member or other members of the Club. 

If  copyright is infringed,  it is not intentional but, is published as a  free service to Amateur Radio operators and 

friends and is not for profit or gain. 

The Border Radio Club holds monthly general meetings every third Tuesday of  the month at 19:30 for 19:45.  

A new venue has yet to be finalized. 

Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend.  

The Club can be contacted via e-mail at ivan3@telkomsa.net. 

Listen to our Sunday bulletin at 07:45 on 145. 650 Mhz. FM Local, and relays on 145. 675 Mhz. FM, 

3.575 Mhz. FM and 7. 074 Mhz LSB. 

 HON. LIFE MEMBERS 
ZS2BV  Trevor Foxcroft  
 
 

 
 

ZS2KW  Ken  Wood 

CHAIRMAN 

Anthony Forteath - ZS2BQ 
H - 043 7411686 
W - 043 7032032 
C - 0837758880 
anthony.forteath@eskom.co.za 

 

SECRETARY 

Ivan Newman - ZS2ILN 
H  - 043 7269013 

W - 7021151 
C - 0828258512 

newmanil@telkom.co.za 
 

 MEMBER 

Phil Sorensen - ZS2NP     
H - 043 7261689    
W - N/A 
C - 0727244923         
 philzs2np@absamail.co.za        

 

 

BRC COMMITTEE 

EDITOR  
ZS2ABF Peter Tottle 
Please send your magazine  
contributions to:- 
zs2abf@vodamail.co.za 
Phone: 04 3 7452716 
Cell:    0835458568 
 

Page 14 


